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SYLLABUS FOR MA IN ENGLISH SECOND TERM 
 
 
 
Eng 5201:  Discourse Analysis Contact Hour: 04 Credit: 04 Status: Core 

Course Description: Discourse Analysis is a course that covers a wide variety of different 
sociolinguistic approaches. The course will help the students correctly analyze language in different 
ways (language beyond sentence, language behaviors linked to social practices, and language as a 
system of thought). 

Course Objectives: The course is designed to help students 

• identify the relationship between speech acts and discourse analysis 

• understand the relationship between discourse analysis and grammar 

• differentiate between text and discourse 

• analyze discourse 

Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs) Course Content 

At the end of the course students will be 
able to  

• define and differentiate discourse 
and text 

• locate the importance of context in 
decoding a text 

• identify grammatical structures in 
discourse   

• explain the function and scope of 
discourse analysis 

• analyze the theories of speech acts 
and their role in analyzing a 
discourse  

• analyze cohesion and coherence in 
discourse 

• apply the techniques of analyzing 
literary discourse 

Section – A 

(1) Discourse and Discourse Analysis; Definition, 
Types, Elements, and Structures of Discourse 

(2) Text and discourse: difference between text and 
discourse; features of text and discourse 

(3) Role of Context in Interpretation; Speech Acts and 
Discourse Analysis; Layers of Discourse Analysis  

(4) Function of discourse analysis; scope of discourse 
analysis; cohesion and coherence in discourse 

Section – B 

(1) Discourse and Pragmatics; Analysis of General 
and Scientific Discourse 

(2) Topic and Representation of   Discourse Content; 
Staging and the Representation of Discourse 
Structure; Structure of Information  

(3) Discourse Analysis and Phonology; Discourse 
Analysis and Grammar: Suprasentential Grammar; 
Intrasentential Grammar; Intersentential Grammar 
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(4) Discourse and Literature; Analysis of Literary 
Discourse: Play, Prose, and Poetry 

References: 
 

 

Eng 5203:  Studies in Shakespeare Contact Hour: 04 Credit: 04 Status: Core 

Course Description: This course includes significant pieces from the vast oeuvre of Shakespeare with a 
special focus on contemporary critical reception of the author. Important critical writings of the 20th and 
21st centuries are included in the course to update the postgraduates with the current state of 
Shakespearean criticism.  

Course Objectives: The course is designed to 

• help the students critically evaluate the contextuality of canonical texts with a special focus on 
translations and adaptations of some Shakespearean texts  

• enable the students contemporize Shakespeare. 

Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs) Course Content 

At the end of the course the students will 
be able to  

• critically appreciate Shakespeare  

• demonstrate skills in discourse 
analysis of Shakespearean texts to 
contemporize them 

• synthesize recent criticisms on 
Shakespeare 

 

Section – A 

(1) Othello 

(2) Ania Loomba: “Local Manufactured Made-in-
India Othello Fellows” 

(3) Jan Kott: Shakespeare Our Contemporary 
(Selections) 

Section – B 

(1) Julius Caesar 

(2) Harold Bloom: Introduction to Julius Caesar 
(From Shakespeare's Julius Caesar:Bloom’s 
Modern Critical Interpretations) 

(3) Stephen Greenblatt: Tyrant: Shakespeare on 
Power (selections) 

References: 
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Eng 5205: Popular Culture Contact Hour: 04 Credit: 04 Status: Optional 

Course Description: The 20th century and the beginning of the 21st century have been marked by a 
continuous and arguably accelerating shift in cultural practices and the mental environment. What does 
it mean to spend over a third of our waking hours absorbing media that did not exist for the preceding 
generations? What impact has this had on the society and social relations? How, if at all, has this 
privileged certain groups of people or changed power relations? These are examples of the types of 
questions that this course will examine. The course will explore the discipline of cultural studies and 
different approaches to examining popular culture. It will also allow them to reflect upon the 
contemporary state of popular culture of Bangladesh. 

Course Objectives: The course is designed to 

• conceptualize popular culture 

• describe the intersection of corporations, consumerism and culture 

• understand a variety of different theoretical approaches to popular culture, in particular those 
relating to Antonio Gramsci 

• comprehend concepts of cultural resistance and social change perspectives within popular culture 

• analyze political and power dimensions of popular culture 

• apply course components to critical thinking about the popular culture experienced in day-to-day 
existence 

Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs) Course Content 

At the end of the course students will be 
able to:  

• examine the contemporary popular 
cultural forms such as film, 
advertising and television 

• explain popular culture as a 
political phenomenon 

• analyze the theoretical trajectory to 
make critical approaches to popular 
culture 

• apply course components to explore 
popular cultural products of 
Bangladesh 

Section – A 

(1) Introduction to popular culture: Meanings of 
popular culture; Range and scopes of popular 
culture; Consumerism and culture; Key theorists in 
the field of popular culture: (a) Antonio Gramsci 
(b) Pierre Bourdieu (c) Stuart Hall (d) Theodor 
Adorno (e) Satyajit Ray 

(2) Forms of popular culture: Contextualizing film, 
advertising and television: how these are cultural 
products of specific times; How the forms of 
popular culture can redefine individuals as well the 
hierarchy.  

(3) Contemporary historical perspective: The Baul 
cult and Lalon Shai; Racism; Postmodernism; The 
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 beat generation; The hungry generation; The 
Beatles and pop music. 

Section – B 

(1) Re-viewing popular films: How popular films run 
counter to the Establishment discourse: two 
western films will be chosen for re-viewing 

(2) Popular Bengali films: Cultural Products as tools 
to reflect on society and history: Rangbaj/ Hirak 
Rajar Deshe / Golapi Ekhon Train e 

(3) Humayun Ahmed’s television serials: The 
Bangladeshi middle class: Ei Shob Dinratri/ 
Kothao Keu Nei/ Bohubrihi 

 
References: 
 

 

Eng 5207: Teaching English Literature Contact Hour: 04 Credit: 04 Status: Optional 

Course Description: Teaching English Literature in the Subcontinent is crucial as it is connected with 
the socio-political and cultural life of the students. Teaching with authentic materials and appropriate 
testing are also significant for the students. This course sheds light on cultural, political and theoretical 
aspects of teaching literature as well as practical issues like materials development and testing of 
learning of English through literary texts. 

Course Objectives: The course is designed to 

• enlighten the students on teaching and learning English through literature  

• introduce the learners with the principles and procedures to develop materials 

• provide training to the learners for developing materials and designing tests. 

Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs) Course Content 

At the end of the course students will be 
able to 

• develop materials for teaching 
literature in the class 

• practice awareness of ‘difference', 
tolerance and understanding of 

Section – A 

(1) History of teaching English: Colonial Bengal, 
English Studies in Bangladesh and rise of ELT 

(2) Defining the purpose of teaching literature, 
Approaches to teaching literature: The Language 
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other cultures 

• arrange and administer tests 

Model, the Cultural Model and the Personal 
Growth Model 

(3) Techniques and challenges of teaching literature: 
genre-based teaching, performance anxiety, 
balancing between teacher-centered and student-
centered approaches (eclectic approach) 

Section – B 

(1) Develop materials by using genres like short 
stories,  
 poems, novels, plays, song lyrics  

(2) Principles of materials development: 
Contextuality, cultural awareness, gender 
awareness, student needs; Role of materials 
designer 

(3) Introduction to testing: Necessity and types of test, 
qualities of a good test; Stages of test 
development, backwash effect; Relationship 
between literature and Testing; selecting texts and 
testing methods ;Testing of Literary texts: analysis 
at word, phrase, clause, sentence and discourse 
levels; testing five skills through short stories, 
novels, poetry and plays, Designing and 
administering tests, CALT (Computer Assisted 
Literature Testing) 

References: 
 

 

Eng 5209: Commonwealth Literature Contact Hour: 04 Credit: 04 Status: Optional 

Course Description: This course introduces the students with the authors writing in English who belong 
to the former British colonies- as both settler and non-settler. Students will encounter the treatments of 
themes like exile, dislocation, identity crisis, hybridization and mimicry etc. in the lives of people 
belonging to the former British Empire. 

Course Objectives: The course is designed to 

• familiarize the students with the English writings of Commonwealth countries 
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• make the students aware of the socio-political contexts reflected in Commonwealth literature. 

Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs) Course Content 

At the end of the course students will be 
able to  

• develop a critical understanding of 
the writings in Commonwealth 
countries 

• evaluate the status of English in the 
Commonwealth countries  

• explain the writings 

Section – A 

(1) Margaret Atwood: Surfacing 

(2) A.D. Hope: “Australia”, “The Death of the Bird”, 
“The Wandering Islands” 

(3) Nadine Gordimer: “Jump” 

Section – B 

(1) Wole Soyinka: The Lion And The Jewel 

(2) Chinua Achebe: “The Novelist as Teacher”  

(3) M.G. Vassanji: “Leaving” 

(4) Derek Walcott: Selected poems from Norton 
Anthology 

References: 
 

 

Eng 5210: Internship Contact Hour: 06 Credit: 03 Status: Optional 

Course Description: The students will choose an industry or an organization for internship. The 
Discipline will arrange supervision and interim evaluation. At the end of the term they will submit their 
reports and face a viva-voce. 

Course Objectives: The course is designed to 

• familiarize the students with practicalities of workplace 

• help them understand workplace culture 

• enable them to acquire a particular skill from first-hand experiences 

Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs) Course Content 

At the end of the course students will be 
able to  

• prepare a job plan and execute it  

• demonstrate the skills needed for a 

A student will choose an industry or an 
institution/organization with the approval of the MA in 
English Examination Committee and spend a certain 
amount of time at that organization. Her/his progress will 
be observed by the Committee and an interim report will 
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specific job 

• write a report 

be appended with the Internship Report submitted by the 
student at the end of the term. The institutional head will 
provide an evaluation report on the performance of the 
interns. The institutions may include English Discipline or 
any other Discipline of Khulna University or any other 
university or organization provided that the student gets an 
opportunity to use his literary and linguistic skills at 
her/his job. The student will be advised to take note of the 
specific challenges in the workplace and articulate them in 
a comprehensive report which along with internship 
observation by the committee/a representative of the 
committee and performance in viva voce will be 
considered for grading. The entire experience and 
development in the process are to be verbally 
communicated to the supervisor on a regular basis.  

References: 
 

 

Eng 5212: English for Professional 
  Purposes (EPP) 

Contact Hour: 03 Credit: 1.5 Status: Optional 

Course Description: This course caters to the growing needs of English for the professionals. This 
course responds to the country’s demands to meet the development goals.  

Course Objectives: The course is designed to 

• improve oral language and strategic competence of the students 

• enhance students’ private and public speaking skills and presentations skills 

• overcome the challenges of writing official correspondence in multilingual and multicultural 
settings 

• develop students’ efficiency in cross-cultural communications (in major language skills) as per 
the demands of particular jobs 

Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs) Course Content 

At the end of the course students will be 
able to 

• become strategic speakers and 
writers 

Section – A 

(1) Listening and Speaking 

Telephone performance 
Person to call: name, position, relationship with the 
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• use appropriate language given the 
context and purpose 

• identify and analyze 
communication problems that may 
occur at workplaces 

•  practice intercultural usage of 
English in occupational and/or 
professional arena 

• improve their cross-cultural 
communication skills and know 
how to make culturally effective 
choices 

participant, native language 
Purpose of the call 
Frequency of the call and degree of urgency  
Formality: as dictated by the position, situation and 
business relationship 
Telephoning language: stating purpose, confirming 
information, closing call, etc. 
Vocabulary: key job –specific or company specific 
words to be used during the call 
Strategies: being direct, being concise, confirming, 
asking for clarification 
Cultural differences: steps to follow when 
receiving complaints or apologizing  

(2) Speaking in workplace settings 

Introduction and greetings; clarifying instructions; 
presenting options and suggestions; interrupting; 
giving directions; requesting permission; giving 
updates; reporting orally; negotiation skills 

(3)  Presentation Skills 

Workplace communication (to inform, train, 
persuade, entertain or to sell); planning and 
delivering presentation; developing audience 
rapport, using visual aids, reducing anxiety, 
handling questions; impromptu speaking;  
Pronunciation techniques for public speaking (e.g. 
pacing, pausing, emphasis, stress, intonation, 
articulation etc.) 

(4) Writing 

Writing e-mails, letters, memorandum, and short 
reports etc; editing  
Writing for advertisement, promotional activities, 
invite, etc. 
Press reports, news reports etc. 

(5) Reading 

Analyzing and working with tables, graphs and 
charts understanding and discussing messages 
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Section – B 

(1) Understanding and interpreting workplace culture, 
values, rituals and managing relationships 

(2)  Arranging meetings, conferences and seminars; 
note-taking, writing meeting minutes 

(3) Developing interviewing skills 

(4) Non-verbal communications (meta and 
paralinguistic) 

(5) Applying basic language skills in foreign/cross-
cultural contexts 

References: 
 

 

Eng 5214:  Thesis Credits: 12 Status: Core  

Course Description: Thesis is an individual and original exploration of a specified research problem 
which is completed under the guidance of a supervisor. The course requires the students to choose their 
own area of research in consultation with the supervisors, and systematically conduct an in-depth 
analysis.  

Objectives: The course is designed to 

• enable the students independently conduct research on a particular topic  

• make them skilled so that they generate satisfactory knowledge in their respective fields 
of research. 

Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs) Course Content 

At the end of the course students will be 
able to  

• conduct research 

• write a thesis 

Students will choose a research topic approved by the 
Discipline. The students will conduct the research under 
the guidance of the supervisors appointed by the 
Discipline. They will have to defend their proposals in the 
first few weeks of the third term.  

 
 


